
Teaching and Learning at St Philips C of E Primary School 
 

Class: Ms Arshad Year 4       Half Term: Autumn 1, 2022 
Your child will be learning about the following this half term: 
 

Literacy 
The books we will be looking at this half term are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Non 
Fiction: Somebody 
Swallowed Stanley 

 Fiction: Gorilla  
 

Writing focus- 
The outcome for Somebody Swallowed Stanley will be to write a 
persuasive speech to the government to reduce the use of single 
use plastic. 
 
The outcome for the book Gorilla will be to re-tell a narrative story. 

 
Grammar and punctuation focus for Persuasive Speech: 
Being able to use Alliteration and expanding initial ideas to express 
their views. To include different rhetorical questions to engage the 
audience and persuade them to agree with the idea.  
Grammar and Punctuation focus for Gorilla: 
Be able to use expanded noun phrases by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases, Choose 
nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition, use fronted adverbials , Organise paragraphs 
around a theme and use commas after fronted adverbials  
 
 Reading – We will be reading the texts ‘A series of unfortunate 
events’  and ‘Roman Britain’ 
 
Reading focus – 
 

 Children will be able to ask questions and summarise the 
text to have a better understanding.   

 Children will be able to recognise the different type of 
word choices made and to understand the meaning of 
vocabulary in the text.  

Numeracy 

 Place Value – We will be recognising the place 
value of each digit in a 4-digit number and read 
roman numerals to 100. We will find 1000 more or 
less than a given number and be able to count 
backgrounds through zero to include negative 
numbers. Finally, we will learn to count in 
multiples of 6, 7,9,25 and 1000. 
 

 Addition and subtraction - We will learn to add 
and subtract numbers with up to 4 digit numbers. 
We will use inverse operations to check answers 
and solve addition and subtraction two- step 
problems in contexts by deciding which 
operations and method needs to be used and 
explaining why. 
 

  
 
 

Science 
States of Matter – We will learn about the differences 
between solids, liquids and gases, classifying objects and 
identifying their properties. They will work scientifically 
and collaboratively to investigate the weight of a gas. We 
will also learn about 
the stages of the water 
cycle. 

 
 
 
 

RE/PSHE 

 Why is Jesus inspiring to some people? – Children 
will explore what make a person inspirational and 
explore stories of Jesus to identify characteristics 
of a good role model.  
 

 Healthy lifestyle – We will be looking at how sleep 
contributes towards a healthy lifestyle and what 
routines is needed to support a good quality 
sleep. Also, what a good healthy diet looks like 
and what risks can occur if we do not have a 
healthy lifestyle including obesity and tooth 
decay.  



Art 
Painting and mixed media: Light and dark 

Children will be developing skills in colour mixing, focussing on 
using tints and shades to create a 3D effect. Thy will also 
Experiment with composition and apply painting techniques to a 
personal still life piece. 

 

ICT 

 Connecting networks – We will explore how a 
network can share messages with another 
network to form the internet as well as identifying 
some of the network devices involved and how to 
keep in and out of a network in order to be safe.    

 Geography 

 In this unit the children will explore the North and South 
American continents, and distinguish between the terms 
‘continent’, ‘region’, ‘country’, ‘state’ and ‘city’ along the 
journey. They will use maps on the internet and atlases to 
recognise and view identify the different continent, cities 
and states in North and South America.  They will 
compare the built environments and settings of the cities 
and, through them, identify some key regions of the 
American continents. 
 
  

 
 

PE 

 Swimming – We will be attending swimming 
lessons which allows children to swim with 
confidence and proficiently over a distance of at a 
least 25 metres. Lessons are provided by Sports 
coaches 

 Rising star – Champions – Children will be 
learning gymnastics and dance this term. They 
will apply the skills that have been taught and 
perform their own using the skills.  

Music  
 
(Communication) -  We will look to create a news programme, 
complete with theme music and school news headlines. Children 
will use songs and raps.  
 
(Entertainment) - Seasons and the environment provide the 
stimuli for compositions. The children make descriptive 
accompaniments and discover how the environment has inspired 
composers throughout history. 
 
 
 

French 
 
La Phonetique and Des Fruits 
 
Children will learn the sounds and phonemes of the French 
alphabet to recognise certain words and pronounce them 
correctly. Children will also learn the different fruits in 
French and use the correct sounds and phonemes.  
  

 


