
Teaching and learning at St Philips C of E Primary School 

Class: Year 3  Year: 2023   Half Term: Spring 2 

 
Your child will be learning about the following this half term: 

English  

The children will also be continuing their exploration of a 

nonfiction book all about the Stone Age, with the intended 

outcome of writing a non-chronological report about the Stone 

Age. They will use headings and subheadings, splitting their 

information and facts into paragraphs. They will learn how to 

write in the past tense, as they will be recalling history facts to 

help them in their writing. 

 

We will also be looking at the book ‘Leaf’. The intended 

outcome of this unit is to write a diary entry, from the 

perspective of the polar bear. The children will use their 

knowledge of a diary entry format to help them in their writing, 

whilst also using varied sentence structures, emotive language 

and expanded noun phrases to further excel their writing. 

 

Maths 

During this half term, the children will continue looking at length 

and perimeter as well as starting fractions. Some expectations of 

this half-term are as follows: 

● Measuring in millimetres, centimetres and metres. 

● Finding equivalent lengths and comparing using more 

than, less than and equal to. 

● Adding and subtracting lengths. 

● Calculating perimeter. 

● Comparing and ordering both unit and non-unit fractions. 

● Looking at and counting fractions on a number line. 

● Looking at equivalent fractions on a number line and as 

bar models. 

 

 

Guided reading  

We will be using aims and values adopted by Reading Gems 

and Complete Comprehension to support the children in their 

guided reading lessons, giving them the confidence and 

independence to apply their comprehension skills within given 

tasks and activities.  

 

We will look at a variety of different texts, extracts, and books 

to ensure that the children are being exposed to several different 

genres, helping them develop expression and fluency as well as 

analysing a multitude of texts. 

 

Science  

We will be starting the topic forces and magnets. 

In this unit, the children will: 

● Compare how things move on different surfaces. 

● Notice that some forces need contact between two 

objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance.  

● Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and 

attract some materials and not others describe magnets as having 

two poles.  

● Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each 

other, depending on which poles are facing.  

● Compare and group together a variety of everyday 

materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, 

and identify some magnetic materials. 

 

RE   

We will continue our exploration of the key question: Why do 

people pray? 

Some expectations of this unit include: 

● Describing the practice of prayer in the religions 

studied. 

● Making connections between what people believe 

about prayer and what they do when they pray. 

● Describing ways in which prayer can comfort and 

challenge believers (B2). 

● Describing and commenting on similarities and 

differences between how Christians, Muslims and Hindus pray. 
 

D&T 

The children will be designing and creating their own pneumatic 

toys. Some of intended outcomes of this unit are: 

● Drawing accurate diagrams with correct labels, arrows 

and explanations.  

● Identifying five appropriate design criteria for their 

pneumatic toy.  

● Communicating two ideas using thumbnail sketches.  

● Communicating and developing one idea using an 

exploded diagram.  

● Selecting appropriate equipment and materials to build a 

working pneumatic system.  

● Assembling their pneumatic system within the housing to 

create the desired motion.  



● Creating a finished pneumatic toy that fulfils the design 

brief. 

Computing 

This unit will explore the links between events and actions, 

consolidating prior learning relating to sequencing. The 

children will begin by moving a sprite in four directions (up, 

down, left, and right). They will then explore movement within 

the context of a maze, using design to choose an appropriately 

sized sprite. This unit will also introduce programming 

extensions, through the use of Pen blocks. Learners will be 

given the opportunity to draw lines with sprites and change the 

size and colour of lines. At the end of this unit, the children will 

design and code their own maze-tracing program. 

PE 

We have two hours of PE weekly which is split up into games, 

dance, and gym. During this half term, the children will be looking 

at gym-fit circuits, developing their strength and stamina, 

flexibility, aerobic and circuit training. 

 

Some of the expectations of this half term include: 

● Identifying techniques to improve balance. 

● Practising a range of gymnastic skills through a series of 

circuits. 

● Performing a range of gymnastic skills with increased 

accuracy. 

● Performing and evaluating a sequence of gymnastic 

moves within a circuit. 

Geography 

During this half term, the children will look at the topic ‘Our 

World’. In this unit, the children will:  

● Improve their locational knowledge through 

identifying the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 

the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 

the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 

and night)  

● Practise geographical skills through using maps, 

atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate features 

studied  

● Use the eight points of the compass to build their 

knowledge of the wider world. 

PSHE 

In this unit, the children will learn about their mental and 

emotional health. This will include:  

● Learning about how their emotions affect their 

behaviour and some strategies to manage their feelings including 

stress, anger, sadness. 

● Learning about the safest ways of communicating online. 

● Learning about their own qualities and celebrating 

differences. 

 

MFL 

Our unit this half-term is: Fruits. The the children will learn 

how to:  

● Name and recognise up to 10 fruits in French.  

● Attempt to spell some of these nouns. 

● Ask somebody in French if they like a particular fruit.   

● Say what fruits they like and dislike. 

Music 

During this half-term, the children will be learning about music 

through the following themes. 

Time - The children will develop their understanding of beat, 

metre and rhythm. They will combine melodic and rhythmic 

patterns, and use staff notation as part of a final performance. 

In The Past - The origins of pitch notations will be introduced as 

the children make hand signals and compose three-note melodies. 

They will learn basic dance steps and prepare a performance. 

 


