
Teaching and learning at St Philips C of E Primary School 

Class:  Year 3 Year: 2023   Half Term: Spring 1 

 
Your child will be learning about the following this half term: 

English  

In this half-term, the children will be reading Stone Age 

Boy by Satoshi Kitamura. Our writing outcome is to write 

a series of diary entries about the boy’s adventures in the 

Stone Age. They will learn how to layout a diary entry, 

using conjunctions and the first person in their writing. 

 

The children will also be looking at a nonfiction book all 

about the Stone Age, with the intended outcome of 

writing a non-chronological report about the Stone Age. 

They will use headings and subheadings, splitting their 

information and facts into paragraphs. They will learn 

how to write in the past tense, as they will be recalling 

history facts to help them in their writing. 

 

Maths 

The children will continue to learn about multiplication and 

division. They will also be starting length and perimeter. 

Some expectations for this half-term are as follows: 

● Recalling and using multiplication and division facts 

for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables. 

● Multiplying 2 digit numbers with and without 

exchange. 

● Dividing 2 digit numbers with and without 

remainders. 

● Measuring in millimetres, centimetres and metres. 

● Finding equivalent lengths and comparing using 

more than, less than and equal to. 

● Adding and subtracting lengths. 

● Calculating perimeter. 

 

 

Guided reading  

We will be using aims and values adopted by Reading 

Gems and Complete Comprehension to support the 

children in their guided reading lessons, giving them the 

confidence and independence to apply their 

comprehension skills within given tasks and activities.  

 

We will look at a variety of different texts, extracts, and 

books to ensure that the children are being exposed to 

several different genres, helping them develop expression 

and fluency as well as analysing a multitude of texts. 

 

 

Art 

We will be looking at prehistoric painting this half term. The 

children will learn about cave art, how people from the Stone 

Age created this artwork and why they created it. 

Additionally, they will learn about how they created texture 

and shapes using certain tools and materials. Some key 

knowledge that the children will learn is: 

● Using light and dark colours next to each other 

creates contrast. 

● Paint colours can be mixed using natural substances, 

and prehistoric people used these paints. 

● Different drawing tools can create different types of 

lines. 

● Texture in an artwork can be real (what the surface 

actually feels like) or a surface can be made to appear 

textured, as in a drawing using shading to recreate a fluffy 

object. 

RE   

We will be looking at the key question: Why do people 

pray? 

Some expectations of this unit include: 

● Describing the practice of prayer in the religions 

studied. 

● Making connections between what people believe 

about prayer and what they do when they pray. 

● Describing ways in which prayer can comfort and 

challenge believers (B2). 

Science  

We will continue our topic on Rocks and Soils where we 

will be comparing and grouping together different kinds of 

rocks based on their appearance and simple physical 

properties, describing how fossils are formed and 

understanding how soils are made. 



● Describing and commenting on similarities and 

differences between how Christians, Muslims and Hindus 

pray. 
 

 

Computing 

During this half-term, we will explore the concept of 

sequencing in programming through Scratch. It begins 

with an introduction to the programming environment. 

They will be introduced to a selection of motion, sound, 

and event blocks which they will use to create their own 

programs, featuring sequences. The final project is to make 

a representation of a piano. The unit is paced to focus on 

all aspects of sequences, and make sure that knowledge is 

built in a structured manner. 

PE 

We have two hours of PE weekly which is split up into 

games, dance, and gym. During this half term, We will be 

looking at African dance, looking at tempo and timing, 

exploring the patterns of movement and how African dance 

is an important part of African social life as well as keeping 

fit. 

The children also have a weekly hour session of games with 

the Manchester United coach. 

History 

Topic: The Stone Age to The Iron Age 

In this unit, the children will explore how life changed for 

people during different periods of the Stone Age, 

including the Early, Middle and New Stone Ages. We 

will cover why the period was called the Stone Age, and 

what archaeological evidence there is from the period, 

particularly in the form of artefacts and monuments. The 

main focus will be on the New Stone Age and how that 

contrasts with the earlier periods. The children will look 

in detail at the Neolithic settlement at Skara Brae and the 

conclusions we can reach from the evidence found at the 

site. 

PSHE 

We will be looking at ‘living in the wider world’. We will 

learn about: 

● why rules are made and how they keep us safe. 

● the similarities and differences between my local 

and global communities. 

● the connection between earning money and jobs. 

MFL 

Our unit this half-term is: Musical Instruments. The 

children wiIn this unit, the children will learn how to:  

● Recognise, recall and spell up to ten instruments 

in French with the correct definite article/determiner.  

● Understand articles/determiners better and that 

the definite article/determiner ‘the’ has a plural form in 

French.  

● Learn to say and write ‘I play an instrument’ in 

French using the high frequency 1st person regular verb 

‘je joue’ (I play) with up to ten different instruments.  

Music 

During this half-term, the children will be learning about 

music through the following themes. 

Building - The children will make music using the sights 

and sounds of a building site, providing the inspiration for 

exploring and creating rhythms. The 

children play games, sing and compose music to build into a 

performance. 

Sounds - The children will look at how sounds are produced 

and classified. The children explore timbre and structure 

through musical conversations in music from around the 

world. 

 


