
Teaching and learning at St Philips C of E Primary School 

Class:  Year 3 Year: 2022   Half Term: Autumn 2 

 

Your child will be learning about the following this half term: 

English  

This half term, we will be looking at two books. 

First, we will explore ‘Winter’s Child’ by Angela 

McAllister. The children will discuss the opinions 

about the book, using expanded noun phrases, 

inverted commas and a range of prefixes and 

suffixes. The final writing outcome will be a 

narrative, using the book as inspiration. 

 

Our next book is called ‘The Polar Express’ by Chris 

Van Allsburg. We will make predictions about what 

we think the book is about, learning about 

prepositions and the features of a letter. The final 

writing outcome will be a letter, telling someone all 

about their adventures on the Polar Express.  

 

Maths 

The children will be learning about addition and 

subtraction as well as multiplication and division.  

Some expectations for this half-term are as follows: 

● Adding and subtracting numbers mentally, 

including: a three-digit number and ones, a three-digit 

number and tens, a three-digit number and hundreds.   

● Adding and subtracting numbers with up to 

three digits, using formal written methods of columnar 

addition and subtraction. 

● Estimating the answer to a calculation and using 

inverse operations to check answers. 

● Recalling and using multiplication and division 

facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables. 

 

Guided reading  

We will be using aims and values adopted by 

Reading Gems and Complete Comprehension to 

support the children in their guided reading lessons, 

giving them the confidence and independence to 

apply their comprehension skills within given tasks 

and activities.  

 

We will look at a variety of different texts, extracts, 

and books to ensure that the children are being 

exposed to several different genres, helping them 

develop expression and fluency as well as analysing 

a multitude of texts. 

 

 

D&T 

We will be looking at food and ‘eating seasonally’ this 

half term. The children will learn about various fruits 

and vegetables, as well as when, where and why they 

are grown in different seasons. They will discover the 

relationship between colour and health benefits. 

Some outcomes of this unit include: 

● Explaining that fruits and vegetables grow in different 

countries based on their climates. 

● Understanding that ‘seasonal’ fruits and vegetables are 

those that grow in a given season and taste best then. 

● Knowledge that eating seasonal fruit and vegetables has a 

positive effect on the environment. 

● Designing their own tart recipe using seasonal 

ingredients. 

● Understanding the basic rules of food hygiene and safety. 

● Following the instructions within a recipe. 

RE   

We will be looking at the key question: Why is the 

Bible so important to Christians? 

Some expectations of this unit include: 

Science  
Animals including humans 

Rocks (coastal regions). 

In science this half term, we will be finishing off our 

work on animals by learning and investigating how our 



● Making connections between stories in the 

Bible and what Christians believe about creation, the 

Fall and salvation. 

● Giving examples of how and suggesting 

reasons why Christians use the Bible today. 

● Describing some ways Christians say what 

God is like, with examples from the Bible, using 

different forms of expression. 

● Discussing their own and others’ ideas about 

why humans do bad things and how people try to put 

things right. 

 

muscles work. We will also start our topic on Rocks 

and Soils where we will be comparing and grouping 

together different kinds of rocks based on their 

appearance and simple physical properties, describing 

how fossils are formed and understanding how soils are 

made. 

 

ICT 

We will be using a range of techniques to create a 

stop-frame animation using tablets. The children will 

apply those skills to create a story-based animation, 

adding other types of media to their animation by the 

end of the term, such as music and text. 

PE 

We have two hours of PE weekly which is split up into 

games, dance, and gym. During this half term, the 

children will be learning dance. For the World Cup, we 

have chosen the USA and we are learning how to line 

dance.  

Geography 

In this unit, the children are introduced to different 

ways of communicating geographical data, 

particularly through different styles of maps. They 

will learn to read weather and climate maps, and 

learn how weather and climate are generalised into 

world climate zones. The concept of biomes will be 

explored, each with distinctive climate, soil, flora, 

fauna  

and human activity. 

PSHE 

During this unit, the children will be learning about 

keeping safe, including:  

● How second-hand smoke can affect us. 

● About managing risk in different situations and 

how to keep safe. 

● How to respond in an emergency and where 

they can find help. 

MFL  

Our unit this half-term is: Les Animaux. The 

children will learn how to:  

● Recognise, recall, and spell up to ten animals 

in French with their correct indefinite 

article/determiner.  

● Understand better that articles/determiners 

have more options in French than they do in English.  

● Use and become more familiar with the high-

frequency 1st person conjugated verb ‘je suis’ (I 

am), from the infinitive verb ‘être’ (to be).  

Music 

During this half-term, the children will be learning 

about music through the following themes. 

Communication – The children will make music 

inspired by technology and computing, They will 

explore and compose sound for earcons, emoticons, 

mobile phone ringtones, computer games and apps. 

Singing French – Un, deux, trois and away we go to 

enhance language learning through songs. Children will 

be introduced to French greetings, vocabulary, and 

numbers as they play lively singing games. 

 


